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Akos MORAVANSZKY

                  The Fog and the Vault

Aldo Rossi and Architecture’s Pursuit of Happiness 

Aldo Rossi, in his Scientific Autobiography, wrote about ‘forgetting 
architecture’ as his goal, as a way to happiness: ending the work 
as an architect. He hesitated, however, between describing 
happiness as a ‘sort of peace’ or as ‘an intense but always definive 
restlessness’. Indeed, political activism and melancholic 
contemplation were the two poles between which his pursuit 
of happiness has evolved. 
The lecture will address the notions of permanence, monumenta-
lity and the unfinished, to consider the potential of 
architecture to present images of happiness.  

Professor of the Theory of Architecture at the Institut gta of  ETH Zurich _ 
Studied architecture at the TU Budapest (1969-1974). From 1977 on he 
studied art history and historic  preservation with a Herder scholarship 
at the TU Vienna where he received his doctorate in 1980. Between 1983 
and 1986,  he was Editor-in-Chief of the magazine of the Hungarian 
Union of Architects, Magyar Épitömüvészet. From 1986 until 1988 he was 
a Research Fellow at the Zentralinstitut für Kunstgeschichte in Munich, 
Germany, with an Alexander-von-Humboldt-Scholarship. Between 1989 
and 1991 he was invited to the Getty Center for History of Art and the 
Humanities in Santa Monica (CA) as a Research Associate. From 1991 
until 1996 he was appointed Visiting Professor at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. In 1996 he was invited to teach the Theory of 
Architecture at the Institute gta of the ETH Zurich. During the academic 
term 2003/2004 he was appointed Visiting Professor at the University of 
Applied Art in Budapest.
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                              Building Happiness

Jane WERNICK

An engineer’s perspective on Architecture to Make You Smile
 
As long ago as 1972 the King of Bhutan stated that his country 
should measure the Gross National Happiness Quotient as well 
as GDP. Now, as it becomes more obvious that increasing GDP 
will inevitably lead to more consumption of our planet’s scarce 
resources, it is surely imperative that we concentrate more on how 
the way in which we design our built environment impacts on our 
emotional well-being.  The role of the structural engineer is to 
develop solutions which support and even enhance the 
aspirations of the architect and the client. The talk will focus on 
a number of projects which are able to bring delight to those 
who experience them, and describe how the structural designs 
evolved.

Jane is a structural engineer who likes to collaborate with architects and 
other designers on any project that gives delight.  She worked for Arup 
for many years, where her most notable project was the Millennium 
Wheel.  She directs Jane Wernick Associates, a small firm responsible for 
a wide portfolio of buildings, bridges, sculptures and furniture.  She has 
taught at many architecture schools, including Harvard’s Graduate School 
of Design, the Mackintosh School of Architecture and the Architectural 
Association.  She is a member of the CABE Design Review Panel, the CIC 
Diversity Panel, the Edge, and the steering committee of RIBA Building 
Futures, for which she edited the book Building Happiness – Architecture 
to Make You Smile.
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SPLITTERWERK

But if there is a sense of reality, and no one will doubt that it has 
its justifications for existing, then there must also be something 
we can call a sense of possibility. Whoever has it does not say, 
for instance: Here this or that has happened, will happen, must 
happen; but he invents: Here this or that might, could, or ought to 
happen. If he is told that something is the way it is, he will think: 
Well, it could probably just as well be otherwise. 
	 [Robert Musil, The Man without Qualities]

SPLITTERWERK is a fine arts studio based in Austria and The Netherlands. 
The brand has been established for more than 20 years and has achieved 
an international reputation over time. From the outset, SPLITTERWERK 
has worked with an expanded concept of art across disciplines, with 
projects incorporating paintings, installations, architecture and the new 
media that have paradigmatically explored the increasing interlink-
ing of built spaces and media spaces. The studio’s projects have been 
exhibited at the Vienna Secession, the Ars Electronica festival in Linz, the 
Venice Biennale, the Sao Paulo Biennial, the Documenta in Kassel and 
the National Art Museum of China in Beijing, amongst others. Members 
have taught at the universities of Graz, Stuttgart, Innsbruck, Istanbul, 
Hannover, Sarajevo, Weimar, Vienna and others.
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DRDH ARCHITECTS
_ David Howard is an experienced academic who runs a design studio at 
Kingston School of Architecture and Landscape. He is Visiting Professor 
at the School of Architecture at Northumbria University and has recently 
been appointed as an External Examiner at Oxford Brookes University. 
David studied Architecture at Leeds Polytechnic, The University of 
Sheffield School of Architecture and the University of North London. 
_ Daniel Rosbottom is the Head of the School of Architecture and 
Landscape at Kingston University in London. His research interests 
are defined through this synthesis of academia and practice; with the 
exploration of ideas and the development of areas of research being 
primarily undertaken through the design and the making of spaces, 
buildings and landscapes at many scales.

                             

drdharchitects is a young, London based architecture practice, 
established in 2000 by Daniel Rosbottom and David Howarth. The 
practice works at a variety of scales and situates its projects within 
a wider research context, which includes teaching and writing on 
both art and architecture. The projects engage with the complex, 
layered conditions of the contemporary city. These are continually 
explored in relation to the issues and materials of construction. 
The practice seeks to create a tectonic, material and experiential 
architecture that is appropriate, contemporary and rooted in its 
context, at all scales.

The work of the practice is presented at 4 scales: Room, House, 
Building and City. These characterise the practiceís interest in 
the gradation and overlapping of space at different scales - from 
an intimate, well-tempered interior to an urban ‘room’ or a city 
horizon.

                                  © Photo: David Grandorge
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Miles GLENDINNING

     A modern vernacular?  The hidden diversity     
     of postwar mass housing

Today, of all aspects of the cultural landscape bequeathed to us 
by the disciplined, collectivist state of the mid C20 in Europe, 
the one widely seen as most emblematic of its supposedly 
alienating homogeneity and mechanistic dirigisme is the 
surviving landscape of the mass housing programme, still vast in 
extent in many countries and usually treated, at best, with benign 
neglect. This paper sets out to challenge the preconception of 
homogeneous sameness - socio-political and aesthetic - that 
underlies this argument, and to suggest possible repercussions in 
the world of ‘built heritage’. As an initial building block towards an 
international comparative analysis, this lecture will largely focus 
on the case study of the UK, aiming to show that even within the 
territory of a single nation-state, a subtle and hitherto-unknown 
diversity of mass housing awaits discovery - a largely unconscious, 
unstructured diversity that amounts to a kind of ‘modern 
vernacular’, not unlike the now widely revered urban landscapes 
and ‘industrial archaeology’ of the C18 and C19.

Miles Glendinning is Director of the Scottish Centre for Conservation 
Studies and Reader in Architecture at Edinburgh College of Art. He has 
published extensively on the history of 20th century architecture and 
(Scottish) housing: books include the award winning Tower Block (with 
Stefan Muthesius), A History of Scottish Architecture (with Aonghus 
MacKechnie and Ranald MacInnes), and the recently-published Modern 
Architect, on the life and times of Sir Robert Matthew, the foremost 
Scottish architect of the post-1945 era. Current research projects include 
an international history of the conservation movement, an investigation 
of mass housing in Hong Kong and Singapore, and a polemical book 
about contemporary ‘iconic’ architecture.  
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Andrzej KADLUCZKA

       Restoration and modernisation project 
       for the Market Square in Cracow - Poland

Architectural and urban aspects related to the modernisation of 
the historic market place in Cracow and valorisation of the archae-
ologic relicts discovered with the recent excavations.
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PROGRAM

Monday 01.02.10

	 09h30-10h00	 Arrival, Keizerstraat 14
	 10h00-10h10	 Main Auditorium:
		  Opening and welcome by 
			   Koen Van de vreken, dean
	 10h10-10h20	 Introduction by the ADSL-committee
	 10h20-11h30	 Keynote Lecture by Akos Moravanszky
	 11h30	 Start Workshops
 
	 13h00-14h30	 Lunch & Drinks in ADSL-Café

	 14h30-16h00	 Workshops
	 16h00-16h30	 Coffee Break
	 16h30-22h00	 Workshops
	 19h00	 Aula Dieperik:
		  Lecture by Jane Wernick

Tuesday 02.02.10

	 9h00-11h00	 Workshops
	 11h00-11h30	 Coffee Break
	 11h30-13h00	 Workshops

	 13h00-14h30	 Lunch & Drinks in ADSL-Café

	 14h30-16h00	 Workshops
	 16h00-16h30	 Coffee Break
	 16h30-22h00	 Workshops
	 19h00	 Aula Dieperik:
		  Lecture by SPLITTERWERK

Wednesday 03.02.10

	 9h00-11h00	 Workshops
	 11h00-11h30	 Coffee Break
	 11h30-13h00	 Workshops

	 13h00-14h30	 Lunch & Drinks in ADSL-Café

	 14h30-16h00	 Workshops
	 16h00-16h30	 Coffee Break
	 16h30-22h00	 Workshops
	 19h00	 Aula Dieperik:
		  Student Council Lecture 
			   by DRDH architects

	 21h00-onwards	 Student Council Drinks
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Thursday 04.02.10

	 9h00-11h00	 Workshops
	 11h00-11h30	 Coffee Break
	 11h30-13h00	 Workshops

	 13h00-14h30	 Lunch & Drinks in ADSL-Café

	 14h30-16h00	 Workshops
	 16h00-16h30	 Coffee Break
	 16h30-22h00	 Workshops
	 14h00	 Aula Dieperik:
		  Lecture by Miles Glendinning
	 16h00	 Aula Dieperik:
		  Lecture by Andrzej Kadluczka

	 The institute will remain open for all students till 22h00.

Friday 05.02.10

	 09h00-13h00	 Workshops - 
		  preparing presentations

	 12h00-13h30	 Lunch & Drinks in ADSL-Café

	 14h00-17h00	 Workshops presentation in ‘Wintertuin’
	 18h00	 Opening of the exhibition in the 
			   Fivez Building, Room F1.13	
		  Closing Reception

Addresses:
	 Main Auditorium: 
		  Keizerstraat 14, Antwerp
	 Aula ‘Dieperik’: Mutsaard Campus, 
		  Mutsaardstraat 31, 2000 Antwerp
	 ADSL-Café / Presentation of the workshops: ‘Wintertuin’
		  Mutsaardstraat 31, 2000 Antwerp
	 Exhibition: Mutsaard Campus, ‘Fivez-Building’, Room F1.13
		  Mutsaardstraat 31, 2000 Antwerp
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SOCIAL EVENTS

Monday 01.02.10
	 18h00-19h00	 Drinks in ADSL-Café
	 20h30 onwards	 Student Council Welcome Party

Tuesday 02.02.10
	 18h00-19h00	 Drinks in ADSL-Café

Wednesday 03.02.10
	 18h00-onwards	 Drinks in ADSL-Café
	 19h00-20h00	 Student Council Lecture

Thursday 04.02.09
	 18h00-22h00	 Drinks in ADSL-Café

ADSL 2010

Koen Van de vreken, prof. arch.
	 Dean College of Design Sciences, Artesis, Antwerp
Magali Slootmans
	 External Relations Officer, Erasmus Coordinator
Christian Kieckens, prof. arch.
	 Curator ADSL 2010, icw Inge Somers

	 Graphic Design
Anne-Sophie Beels, Gilles Vanneste
	 Representatives of the Student Council 2009-2010
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One may contemplate history from the point of view of happiness. But actually history is not the soil of happiness. The periods of happiness 

are blank pages in it. [Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel] _ The most perfect society is that whose purpose is the universal and supreme happiness. 

[Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz] _ Happiness always looks small while you hold it in your hands,but let it go, and you learn at once how big and 

precious it is.[Maxim Gorky] _ Men can only be happy when they do not assume that the object of life is happiness. [George Orwell] _ To describe 

happiness is to diminish it. [Henri Stendhal] _ Remember, happiness doesn’t depend upon who you are or what you have, it depends solely 

upon what you think. [Dale Carnegie] _ Happiness is unrepentant pleasure. [Socrates] _ Pleasure is the only thing to live for. Nothing ages like 

happiness. [Oscar Wilde] _ Happiness in intelligent people is the rarest thing I know. [Ernest Hemingway] _ ...happiness is the highest good, 

being a realization and perfect practice of virtue, which some can attain, while others have little or none of it... [Aristoteles] _ To be happy 

is not the purpose of our being, rather it is to deserve happiness. [Johann Fichte] _ If you want to understand the meaning of happiness, you 

must see it as a reward and not as a goal. [Antoine de Saint Exupéry] _ Happiness does not lie in happiness, but in the achievement of it. [Fyodor 

Dostoievsky] _ Happiness is in the taste, and not in the things. [François de La Rochefoucauld] _ Happiness ain’t a thing in itself - it’s only a contrast 

with something that ain’t pleasant. [Mark Twain] _ Those who seek happiness miss it, and those who discuss it, lack it. [Holbrook Jackson] _ The 

highest happiness of man ... is to have probed what is knowable and quietly to revere what is unknowable. [Johann Wolfgang von Goethe]
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Artesis Hogeschool Antwerpen, Architectural Sciences
	 Department of Design Sciences
	 Association of Universities of Antwerp

	 Mutsaardstraat 31, BE-2000 Antwerp . Belgium
	 T	 +32 [0]3 205 61 98
	 F 	 +32 [0]3 226 04 11
	 E 	 designsciences@artesis.be
	 W	 www.artesis.be

CONTACT ADSL 	Magali Slootmans, magali.slootmans@artesis.be


