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The work aims at identifying innovative, up-to-date housing solutions 
capable of meeting the urgent housing needs created by the profound 
socio-demographic transformations that have taken place in the West 
over the last few decades.
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We are a one-
parent family

We are a one-
parent family

We are LAT!
We are 
separated!

I am
alone…but I  
am a family!

I am a commuter! 
My family lives in 
another city!

We are old, 
but we are a 
family!

We are a three
generations
family!

We are a 
same-sex 
couples!

We are the 
nuclear
family!

We are 
divorced!

We are a mixed-
status family!

We are a one-
parent family

We are 
reconstituted
family!

I am childless
but I am a 
family

We are a 
patriarchal
family!



A PROCESS IN SIX STEPS



The first step it has been to take advantage of the highly diverse 
backgrounds of our design studio international students. We asked 
each of them to present at least three “unconventional” housing 
situations among their network of family and friends.
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“Family + Family: 
grandparent(s) + adult son(s)/daughter(s) + grandchild(dren), adult 
sister(s)/brother(s), and young couples. 

“Family + Adult(s)”: 
elderly couple + adult son(s)/daughter(s), single parent + 
son/daughter + adult(s), elderly + care giver, re-Family + natural 
child(ren) + step-son/daughter , and couple + adult(s). 

“Adult + Adult(s)”:
worker(s) + students, students, single elderly + care giver, elderly + 
student(s), and adults living together.



Each of the selected case studies
was further investigated via 
interviews 
photo-survey
redrawing
daily diary
diagrams 
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The fieldwork enabled a series of critical observations:

a) Co-living emerged as the main unconventional practice of 
inhabiting

b) It emerged to take place in traditional apartments

c) It emerged to be a trans-generational practice

d) Collective spaces and services appeared to be very inadequate

e) The same goes for the more private spaces

f) Both private and collective spaces showed many criticalities (in 
size & lay-out)
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After field-work investigations and analysis of selected cases, 
Students did a research on contemporary solutions of Co-living 
projects, with specific focus on real domestic environments, and 
without taking care proposal for new Collective short-medium stay 
residences.
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The fieldwork & the CS investigations enabled a series of 
design observations:

a) in order to size the spaces you need to determine the number of 
nuclei (ex-family) and not only the number of people

b) the bed is no longer to be considered the centre of private living 
and the focus of private space must be social activities

c) you have to provide the collective space with an adequate 
distribution of amenities/services and living room areas
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From observations to design guidelines

a) The Nucleus is a group of one or more people bound together by 
blood or family relations

b) Every Nucleus member needs its own unit

c) The main Nucleus inhabitant (single or couple) have the bed in a 
niche facing the social space

d) Every Nucleus must have a social space and a bathroom

e) Every Nucleus – if more than 2 people - has its own Cluster of 
Rooms (one for each member)

f) The collective areas acts as connective space among the different 
Clusters
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Room
The Room is the basic-unit of the new typology system 
Every Cluster is the result of a constellation of Rooms
Every Aggregation is the result of a constellation of Clusters
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Diagram of a typical Room
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Diagram of a typical Cluster
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Diagram of Clusters Constellation







Design explorations [within existing housing stock]
Using ReCoDe Guidelines
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Thank you!

all documenation is available at
www.lablog.org.uk


